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Lead Testing  

FACTS 
 

• Nearly half a million children living in the United States have blood lead levels high enough to 
cause irreversible damage to their health 

 
• More than 20,000 children in Michigan are estimated to have lead poisoning that has not been 

detected.  
 
• The most common source of lead exposure for children is lead-based paint/dust and soil that are 

contaminated by it, especially in older homes and buildings.  
 
• Lead poisoning is usually caused by months or years of exposure to small amounts of lead in the 

home, work, or day care environment. It can also happen very quickly with exposure to high 
concentrations.  

 
• Lead can affect almost every organ and system in the body. The most sensitive is the central 

nervous system, particularly in children. Lead also damages kidneys and the reproductive 
system. 

 
• Lead poisoning effects are the same whether lead is breathed or swallowed. 

 

RESOURCES: 
 
Livingston County Department of Public Health 
517-546-9850 
http://www.lchd.org 
 
Michigan Department of Community Health  
Childhood Lead Prevention Project  
517-335-8885  
http://www.michigan.gov/leadsafe 
 
Michigan Department of Community Health  
Michigan Blood Lead Testing Program  
http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-
2940_2955_2983-19596--,00.html  
 
Michigan Department of Community Health  
Childhood Lead Poisoning:  High Risk ZIP Codes 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/ziplist_11222_7.pdf 
 
Michigan Department of Community Health 
Lead Hazard Remediation Program  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW 
 
• Lead is toxic to humans, and people should avoid all exposures to it. 
 
• Lead has been removed from many products but it is still found in ammunition, some 

batteries, and medical and scientific equipment. Since it does not decompose, lead from 
past products such as old paints remains in the environment.  

 
• People who lived, worked, or regularly visited a home (including child care) built before 

1950 or built before 1978 while it was being renovated are at risk of lead poisoning.   
 
• All children should be screened for lead poisoning at one and two years of age or more 

often depending on their contact with sources of lead. 
 
• Most lead-poisoned children have no symptoms; they may seem healthy or have any of the 

following signs:  Learning and behavior problems, tiredness, headaches, hearing problems, 
weight loss, hyperactivity, and irritability.  

 
• Lead poisoning can be easily detected by a simple finger-stick blood test.   

SERVICES AVAILABLE: 
 
• Finger stick blood test and if necessary, referral for follow up blood 

testing. 
 
• Lead dust testing to identify sources of lead poisoning in home.  
 
• Assistance in developing a plan to make home safe from lead.  
 
• Referral to regional pediatric consultants.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


